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Save  =  Lose  =  Save

This year, I’ve done a lot of reflecting
as I’ve listened to discussions held by
various committees in the church.  It
seems to me we’re becoming more and
more preoccupied with paying our bills
and more worried about having
“enough” money.  Each month we are
unable to pay our apportionments. 
Each month there are predictions that
we will be short of the needed income
to pay our bills.  

And I hear things like, “we need more
people,” as if bringing in more people
of a certain income level will take care
of our bills and so alleviate our anxiety
about money.  “We need more fund
raisers,” as if finding our niche in the marketplace is
the solution.  “We need more young people,” as if
having younger people will keep us afloat. 
Someone was even so radical as to suggest we talk
about tithing!

I understand the need to pay bills, the desire to
maintain the church building, and the hope of being
able to sustain the congregation and its ministries.  I
understand the anxiety and the fear about our
future.  

But what if God is calling us to seek first the
Kingdom of God, instead of focusing on our own
needs?  This is a radical, and perhaps
counterintuitive, shift of focus.  But didn’t Jesus
say, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and
follow me.  For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will save it.  What does it profit them if they
gain the whole world, but lose or forfeit
themselves?”  Luke 9:23-25

What would it mean for the church to
lose itself in giving and service rather
than “saving itself” in self-
preservation?

With this in mind, please read and
reflect on the following, taken from
Brian McLaren’s article, “Bless this
House?”  

“What if saving the church is a self-
defeating mission?”

“One might recall Jesus’ words about
saving our lives and in the process
losing them.  Could it be that the
church is as it is in so many places not
because of a lack of effort or a lack of

sincerity or a lack of spirituality (or even a lack of
money, commitment or prayer), but rather because
our sincere efforts, passionate prayers and material
resources are all aimed in the wrong direction—the
direction of self-preservation, self-aggrandizement,
self-improvement?”

Leslie Newbigin often spoke of the greatest heresy
of monotheism:  cherishing Clause A of the
Abrahamic call, while conveniently suppressing,
forgetting or ignoring Clause B.

(You may want to stop at this point and read
Genesis 12:1-3.  The Abrahamic call was God’s call
to Abraham to leave his father’s house and go to an
unknown place, totally trusting God to lead him. 
God’s promise was that He would bless Abraham
(Clause A), so that Abraham in turn could be a
blessing to others (Clause B).  This is our basic call
as well:  we are blessed to be a blessing to others,
not just for our own sake.) 
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So, we want to be blessed according to Clause A
(big, exciting, vibrant, wealthy, healthy, wise). We
want to be great (a great nation, a great
denomination, a great congregation).  To this end
we pray and give and fret and plan.  

We develop programs, we attend seminars, we read
books, we talk with other church-goers, we set
goals and budgets, we worry, we pray some
more—but nothing much changes. “Our efforts are
all bent to renew or strengthen the current systems,
which are perfectly designed to deliver the results
we are now getting,” Dallas Willard has said.

Maybe we don’t feel blessed enough to be able to
bless others (Clause B).  Maybe we’re waiting until
we have “enough,” thinking that we will give to
others whatever is over and above what we need. 
How much would be “enough,” anyway?  Besides,
doesn’t God ask us to give to Him first fruits, not
left overs?

McLaren continues, “Are we seeking blessing so as
to be a blessing to the world God loves?  Do you
see the difference between renewing the church as
our mission, and blessing the world?”  

As long as the Church is more concerned with its
own survival, than it is with blessing others, we are

 in danger of losing ourselves while we think we are
saving ourselves.  

We cannot save ourselves.  But we can give
ourselves and our gifts to God’s vision:

Your strategic planning committee discerned God’s
vision as “. . . moving out in compassionate witness
and service to others, in the power of the Holy
Spirit, in order to demonstrate and make visible
God’s kingdom, and to issue a gracious invitation
for all to enter into new life.”  (from Central UMC’s
Vision Statement)

United Methodist pastor Mike Slaughter writes,
“True abundance is found in the freedom that
transpires from contributing to the well-being of
another human being.  Jesus reminds us, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35). 
Giving is the ultimate expression of our love for
God and the means through which we discover a
personal, life-long purpose.  We are never closer to
Jesus than we are when we are serving needs of
people.”  

“Jesus did not come to build institutional agendas
but to liberate oppressed people.  Jesus frees us
from the counterfeit gods of materialism and self so
that we can experience true freedom and abundant
life.  Freedom gets a chance as we begin to see life
through the lens of contribution rather than
consumption. . . . the first step is to change our life
focus from self to service, from getting to giving.”  

What would it look like, in this place and time, if
we focused on blessing others with the blessings
God has already given us?  

In Christ, Pastor Stephanie

What would it mean

for the church to lose itself

in giving and service

rather than “saving itself” 



LECTIONARY
    READINGS

November 7
Haggai 1:15b—2:9
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38

November 14
Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

November 21
(Christ the King Sunday)
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 1:68-79
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

November 28
(First Sunday of Advent)
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Annual Charge
Conference

Thursday, Nov. 4

7:30 p.m.

All are invited to participate in this annual meeting
as we celebrate this year’s achievements and look
forward to next year’s ministries.

Church Council members comprise the voting body
of the Charge Conference, but all members and
friends are welcomed!

YOU ARE INVITED!

The “Faith, Hope and Action
Covenant Group” 

(formerly Covenant Group #1) 

invites all interested person

 to their next meeting:

     Wednesday, November 3

                   7:00 p.m.

           Connections Room 

Capt. Leslie Miller, Commander of the Community
Involvement/Support Operations Division of the
Staunton Police Department, will be our guest
speaker/resource person as we seek answers to
concerns about how incarceration affects not only
the incarcerated but also their family members.
Anyone who has a family member, friend or
acquaintance incarcerated may find this
informational meeting helpful. 

Capt. Miller has risen through the ranks in the
Staunton Police Department and is the daughter of a
United Methodist minister.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY

Sunday, Nov.  28

Like many things, college costs continue to rise.
Thanks to United Methodist Student Day, people in
our annual conference – perhaps even members of
your family—have a chance to attain higher
education. Students attending United Methodist and
other accredited colleges and universities receive
scholarships and loans. Participating annual
conferences receive 10 percent of the offering for
merit-scholarship awards to students of their
choosing. (Offering envelopes will be available for
those desiring to contribute to this program.)



APPORTIONMENTS 101:
The Meaning of the 
Apportionment $

Often clergy and lay church leaders are asked the
question “why pay apportionments?” Many might
respond: “That’s what United Methodists do!” But
when the real question becomes“Why do we have
to send money to the
Conference office as 
apportionments?” the
answer becomes more
fundamental to being United
Methodists.

At a deeper level some
actually are asking “How do
United Methodist
apportionments make a
difference? Do they change
lives, create missions, feed
the homeless, build
churches?” The practical
response goes to the heart of stewardship within
The United Methodist Church.

From our earliest days, the people known as United
Methodists have understood our life together as
connectional. Whether parts of an urban
congregation, a weekly gathering at a rural
crossroads, or making a new church start become a
reality, United Methodists are all interconnected.
The gospel comes alive in the ministries in our
individual settings, but we also know that we are
called to witness in a larger, interconnected world.

That shared understanding empowers us to 
financially support outreach that no single congre-
gation could do on its own. The connection allows
us to effectively share programs that really work in
our local area throughout the country and globally
so that we can enhance the power of our witness
everywhere. Our very existence as United Method-
ists engages us at the local, annual conference and
worldwide level in ministries made possible by our
shared commitments. For that reason, local congre-
gations support annual conference budgets, and the
annual conferences support the general church.

The 2008 General Conference affirmed that the
Four Areas of Focus for this quadrennium would
be:

• Combating the diseases of poverty by
improving health globally.

 • Creating new places for new people and
revitalizing existing congregations.

• Developing principled Christian leaders for the
church and the world.

• Engaging in ministry with
the poor.

Each day, local churches,
conferences, individuals, and
Church agencies are working to
impact the world in one of these
four– and many other–areas.
Connectional Giving is a major
embodiment of Christian
witness and a significant part of
my faith journey. We give
because Jesus taught giving as a
basic aspect of discipleship. As

a United Methodist, our heritage embodied in
Wesley’s teachings further underscores the reasons
we should give. Giving is crucial to our spiritual
growth. Giving out of gratitude helps each of us
individually and collectively grow closer to God.
Serving the Church through the ministry of
Administration.

At every level of our church, be it local, annual
conference or general, we work together to
understand each other and bring resolution to those
things we don’t agree about. Shared ministries
continue through your thoughtful and sacrificial
giving, even during those times when we
experience disharmony. It is part of what it means
to be United Methodist.

If giving to God is part of the spiritual journey,
consider how stopping will affect the ministries
served by your giving.

Thank you for your continued commitment to the
missions and ministries of The United Methodist
Church.

Together in ministry,

A. Moses Rathan Kumar
General Secretary and Treasurer

The General Council on Finance and Administration



HELP COMPLETE OUR
EMAIL DIRECTORY!

The Email Address Directory included in the
October newsletter (mail-out version) is a “work in
progress.” 

If you were included in this listing and a correction
needs to be made, please send any needed changes
to the compiler, Hunter Mabry, at
<hmabry@gmail.com> or to the Church Office at
<centralumc@centralumcstaunton.org>. 

If you have email but were not included in this
listing, this is because we do not yet have your
email address. But we would like to make the
Directory as complete as possible and, therefore,
request that you send your email address to Hunter
or the Church Office.

The Directory will be used for quick and efficient
communication within our congregation and will, of
course, never be sold, rented, traded or otherwise
publicly distributed.

VALLEY MISSION 
NEWS

Giving Circles
How can dinner and
fellowship make an impact
in the community? Through
the Valley Mission Giving Circle Program a host
invites friends over for a potluck dinner. The idea is
that the money that would have been spent on
dinner in a restaurant will be pooled together from
all the guests and sent as a donation to support life-
changing programming at the Valley Mission. What
a great way to have a wonderful evening that truly
can make a difference. Please call Susie Miller or
Jonathan King for more information at 886-4673.

November 11-21 is National Hunger and
Homelessness Awareness Week
The Waynesboro Chick-Fil-A will host a donation
evening for the Valley Mission. Please mention the
Mission to the cashier when you place your order.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SPECIAL THANKS!
We express special thanks to the 
approximately 10 men who, with valuable
assistance from 4 women, helped complete
the painting and shelving projects at the
new Mission Thrift store on N. Coalter
Street (near the Food Lion).

FAST & PRAY

Bishop Charlene Kammerer is
inviting Virginia Conference
United Methodists to join her
in a weekly time of fasting and
prayer, from now through Dec.
31, to ask God to work within
us for the future of the church.

Bishop Kammerer will fast and pray each Thursday
evening through Friday. Others are invited to join
her at that time or another time of their choosing.
This will be a time to refrain from meals (skip
Thurs. dinner, Fri. breakfast and Fri. lunch—break 

the fast at dinner on Fri. evening) and ask God's
Holy Spirit to work within us and provide direction.
(Those with health concerns that do not allow
skipping meals are encouraged to find other ways to
spend time listening for God's direction.)

The 2010 Annual Conference adopted a motion that
calls on all Virginia Conference United Methodists
to “fast, wait before the Lord, confess our sins
related to sharing our faith with those not connected
with any faith community, and repent of all that has
kept our faith communities from being as fruitful as
God desires.”



CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON &

CHILDREN'S 
PROGRAM 

Sunday, December 12

immediately following Worship Service 

Mark your calendars now for Central’s Children's
Christmas Program immediately after worship in
the sanctuary followed by a covered dish luncheon.

Covered Dish Lunch: Meat, bread and drinks will
be provided. Please plan to bring a favorite dish or
two–enough for your family and a little more for
guests. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE

UMW 38  ANNUAL MEETINGTH

This coming October 23-24 is the 38  Annualth

Meeting of the Virginia Conference United
Methodist Women. This event will be held at the
Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in
Blackstone, Virginia. The theme for this year is
FAITH, HOPE, LOVE in Action. This is held to
respond and meet the needs of the members of the
United Methodist Women not only for fellowship
and education, social justice, but to carry out the
PURPOSE of the organization:

• to know God 

• to experience freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ 

• to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and

• to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the
church

Every year they have the Special Mission
Recognition Awards given to those out-going
officers of the Conference for their contributions

during their tenure of office in helping carry out the
PURPOSE of the organization. This year, another
program was added–the District Officers’ Training
event, the purpose of which is to acquaint every
district officer with her responsibility in the office
that she will hold. It is really very important that
every officer should know how to do her job well,
how to assume full responsibility to carry out the
work assigned her and to contribute to the success
of the organization; and so training is very
significant. The specific tasks of selecting future
leaders for the United Methodist Women
organization is given to the Committee on
Nominations and every member of this committee
is encouraged to come and be trained. This
committee is very important and influential in such
a way that the decisions of the Committee shape the
leadership and the future of the organization. To
them, they are charged to be wise in selecting
respectable women from a wide spectrum of
membership with special consideration for
diversity, ability, age, marital status, employment
and non-employment, physically challenging
conditions and dedication in carrying out the
PURPOSE of the United Methodist Women.

The tasks of this committee is a year ‘round process
and to successfully and effectively accomplish the
works assigned them they have to be trained so well
so the organization will live up to what they are
being called for to live and serve.

This year’s offerings during the worship will go to
Mission Giving and the donations from the Ice
Cream Social will go toward helping the Wesley
Community Service Center after School Program of
Portsmouth, Virginia. Every attendee is requested to
bring children’s books (new and gently used),
school supplies and backpacks and most of all our
enthusiasm.

–Luz de Tablan, UMW President

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Quote:

“Not to give to those in need

what is to you superfluous

is akin to fraud.” 

–Saint Augustine
354-430 A.D.



NEWS FROM DONNA (& STEVE) HUFFER

Our assignment in Asia was supposed to end
August 1st. By June we knew we’d be here until 
next August. I had already scheduled three trips to
other countries, one every two weeks in order to get
them in before we were first scheduled to leave.
Our first trip outside Singapore in June was to
Phuket, Thailand, an island only two hours from

Singapore. This trip fell during a time of great
unrest in Bangkok as the 'Red Shirts" battled the
government. Singaporeans were stopped from
traveling to the capital but no restrictions were
placed on tourists traveling in the countryside. So
we took off with our fingers crossed. 

Tourism is the big moneymaker on the island.
Everyone spoke English, some French, and even
some Russian. Everyone knows "I sell you
something," in English! 

Phuket Island was beautiful, with steep mountains,
morning fog, chickens, elephants, and rubber trees.
Even in town the animals roam free, with chickens
everywhere. Elephants are unemployed now, with
the Swedish bulldozers being imported for
construction jobs. That didn't stop us from riding an
elephant at the “Organic Farm” for tourists.
“Organic” meant they sold elephant dung. In the
field where we rode the elephant were pineapples,
bananas, corn, and sugar cane–all stuff the
elephants and chickens would eat. The riders lived
in tin shacks. Most people don't have running water
or electricity, even in the city of Phuket. But they
have TV! Portable generators are the answer there.
As I rode by houses in the dark, I could see people
huddled around a white glow. I was told that a black
and white TV runs best on a gasoline generator.
Gasoline in glass bottles is sold on  every corner. 

We arrived during the rainy season and our large, 
beautiful hotel was practically empty. Lucky for us,
it only rained the last day we were there. Our hotel
was built into the steep sides of a mountain with
four separate levels. They took you up and down on
golf carts. I counted the steps–92 to the lobby, and
114 up to breakfast, which was on top, overlooking
the entire bay. The space was open to weather and

we were often visited by the local cats who knew
the guests would throw them scrapes. Thailand is a
Buddhist country and they take the religion very
seriously, with a Buddhist shrine outside every
building. What was stranger was the call to the
mosque that we heard in the morning and at sunset
from our room. In southern Thailand, there are quite
a few Muslims because the territory used to be part
of Malaysia. This is causing a lot of tensions. The
Muslims and Malaysia want the land back. So there
is an uneasy truce there between the two factions. 

We made our way down to the beach, excited to see
the crystal clean blue water in our brochure. The
water was there but the beach was covered, ankle
deep, in trash–plastic bottles, food wrappers, rope,
fishing nets, anything and everything plastic. The
man selling beach chairs and umbrellas was busy 
raking it up around his space. The  incinerator had
broken some time back and they didn't replace it. So
they dumped the trash in the ocean and of course it
just washed back in every morning. This was a
pattern we found all over Asia. Singapore burns
their trash and makes new land out of their plastic.
But it’s expensive, and poorer countries can't afford
to do it. They think the trash is normal. 

Needless to say, we didn't spend much time in the
water. Plastic would wrap around our legs and we
didn't know whether it was trash or a large, 
dangerous jellyfish
coming at us. We found a
McDonalds to eat lunch
in–Ronald McDonald
posed with hands in a
Buddhist welcome. This
was our first experience in
a third world country.
Most of the houses have
no glass in the windows.
People sleep on the
streets, on the beach, any
hole they find. They ride
motorcycles–sometimes
the whole family piled on
and, as far as I could tell,
there are no traffic rules.
Chaos reigns. Every few

(Continued on next page)

By June we knew we’d be here

until  next August... 



Thank you, members of Central UMC
for providing this wonderful facility that
enables you to be involved in community
events such as this!

News from Donna, continued...

feet or so, someone asks to give you a massage.
Now a massage has many meanings. Prostitution is
legal in most of Asia–in fact it is government
supervised in Singapore. I was saddened that so
many people are involved in this mess. 

We had the opportunity that night to see the show
Fantasea which is a Buddhist story presented with
dancers, elephants, goats, chickens, aerial actors,
and other sensational props. It was quite a show–
probably far beyond the reach of the native people.
It reminded me of a Buddhist Disney Land with
fairies and elephant rides. Strictly for tourists. 

Thailand has far to go to change the poor to an
educated middle class. Buddhism teaches that one
should be satisfied with one's lot in life, that an
offering each day to a god gives one prosperity, and
the king is almost a god himself. In reality, people
in Thailand struggle each day with things I take for
granted–clean water, electricity, health care, and a
comfortable standard of living. They do the best
they can. I came away from Thailand grateful to be
an American.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

  Name 
     Change

Fellowship Fund to Samaritan Fund

In order to better describe the Pastor’s discretionary
fund, Pastor Sault and the Finance Committee
decided to change its name to the Samaritan Fund.
This will more easily identify the purpose of the
fund, which is to provide emergency financial help
to people/families facing various crises. Most often
help has been given for housing emergencies
(utility cut-off or eviction), necessary medicines, or 
other special needs.

During this next year you’ll see both names in
use–but it will be the same account. Our boxed
envelopes for 2011 had already been printed with
“Fellowship Fund”  before the change was made.
Please bear with us during the transition and know
that your contributions to the Fellowship/Samaritan
Fund will be used judiciously to help as many
people as possible!

     Thank

        You

Pastor Sault recently received the following letter
(and a generous check to Central UMC) from
David Cooper, Jr., Treasurer of the Staunton Music
Festival:

Dear Pastor Sault:
In sitting down to write this letter, I find it

difficult to convey fully the enormous appreciation
of the directors, performers and patrons of the
Staunton Music Festival for the unstinting
hospitality afforded by your parish leading up to,
during, and following our 2010 “Summer Sounds”
festival (held in August).

From the moments of our first contacts with you
and Sherry and Agnes last spring right through final
tidying up, the words “fulsome” and ”generous”
hardly capture the spirit and the effort on every
side. Janet seemed always available to help us
through our stumbles and uncertainties, and our
sudden needs for just one more space appeared
never to disconcert. For such a welcome, we are
very grateful.

With the forgoing in mind, the enclosed check
seems insufficient to express our gratitude. Please
know, however, that it carries with it both sincere
appreciation and the hope that the partnership that
we felt was so enriched this summer will carry on
for years to come.

Please accept our thanks, and communicate it to
all the members of the Central United Methodist
church family.

Sincerely,
David I. Cooper, Jr.
Treasurer
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MUSIC NOTES 

Whenever I approach the month of
November, I always think of
Thanksgiving Day. I have such
wonderful memories of being with
my family at my Mom's and Dad's
and now with just Mom. I remember how much I
have to be thankful for and what blessings God has
given us. Many songs and hymns come to my
mind. 

Henry Alford was born in London in 1810, grew
up and lived there and eventually became the Dean
of Canterbury Cathedral. He came from a long line
of ministers and was very versatile: an artist, an
organist and singer, a poet and preacher. When he
was sixteen he wrote: "I do this day in the presence
of God and my own soul renew my covenant with
God and solemnly determine henceforth to become
His and to do His work as far as in me lies." 

He loved to mingle with folks and was
gentle and cheerful. He was very
thankful and when his hamlet decided
to have a harvest festival, rejoicing in
the abundant harvest gathered in their
barns, Alford decided to write a hymn
to celebrate. This favorite hymn has

been used ever since at Thanksgiving time. As you
sing through this first verse, be in communion with
God thanking Him for everything.

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest-home: 

All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our Maker, doth provide 
for our wants to be supplied: 

Come to God's own temple, come, 
Raise the song of harvest-home.

–Sherry von Oeyen
Director of Music Ministries


