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LET GOD LOVE YOU

We often speak of the double commandment:
to love God with the whole of who we are, and
to love one another with the same love God
has for us. “We love because God first loved
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us.

What we don’t often talk about is
the need to allow God to love us.
How can we “soak” in the presence
of God and the love of God?
Frequently we rush into God’s
presence with our requests for
others or for ourselves, then hurry
away to our busy lives. We
sometimes feel the need to do
“more” for others, especially if we
have children. Women especially
can feel responsible for taking care
of everyone else’s feelings and

providing a sense of well being.
I Bl 45

But what about letting God love

you? And not rushing past that truth with
“Yes, [ know God loves me,” but not letting
that make a difference in your life. Can you
believe God wants to spend time with you, just
to love you? Read and absorb these
Scriptures:

“The Lord your God is with you, he is
mighty to save. He will take great delight
in you, he will quiet you with his love, he
will rejoice over you with singing.”
—Zephaniah 3:17

“Can a mother forget the baby at her
breast and have no compassion on the
child she has borne? Though she may
forget, I will not forget you! See, [ have
engraved you on the palms of my hands.”
—Isaiah 49:15-16a

“But now, this is what the Lord says—he
who created you. . . he who formed you.
.. ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I
have called you by name; you are mine. .
. you are precious and honored
in my sight and . . . I love you.”
—Isaiah 32:1,4a

“God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died
for us.”

—Romans 5:8

“God is love.” —I John 4:16b

Have you ever let it sink into
your heart (and not just your
head): God knows you
completely, even those things
you hide from yourself and
others, and loves you thoroughly? The One
who knows you best, loves you most. You
cannot make Him love you more than He does
at this moment and you cannot make Him stop
loving you. Let God love you. Simply sit in
God’s presence and hear Him say, “I love you;
you are precious to me.”

In the safety of God’s love, we discover that
we can begin to explore the places within us
that need healing and the areas where we hope
for change. We can place more of ourselves in
God’s hands, because they are hands of love.
Let God love you.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Stephanie



Easter Offerings & Treasures

Store up your treasures in heaven,
where moths and rust cannot destroy them,
and thieves cannot break in and steal them.
Your heart will always be where your treasure is. —Matthew 6:19-21

What would you do with a million dollars? We have all daydreamed about
winning a sweepstakes or receiving a large inheritance and planned in our
minds what we would do with the money. Would we change our lives in a
dramatic way or simply keep our old lives, even returning to work?

In 1859 Nettie Fowler, an ardent Christian, married missionary and reaper
inventor Cyrus McCormick. When Cyrus died in 1884, Nettie was left with
wealth beyond her imagination. She immediately set about improving the world
in the name of Christ. She built the McCormick Theological Seminary School,
formed the World’s Student Christian Federation, supported missionaries and
evangelism all over the world, and converted her mansion into a Christian
missionary headquarters. She used her money to accomplish things of which she had only dreamed.

Most of us will never be millionaires, but we can still aspire to express the generosity Jesus
demonstrated through his parables and actions. This Lenten season gives us an opportunity to look
inside ourselves and re-evaluate our priorities. The Easter offering is one way of expressing that
generosity and helps Central provide a broad range of ministries.

Where are your treasures stored? Look beyond your wallet, bank accounts, 401k, and the stock market.
Easter is a time of rejoicing that Jesus has risen from the dead, taken away our sins, and given us a new
chance to transform our lives. Let us look toward heaven where the real treasures—the lasting treasures—

are stored.

Donna Huffer, Lay Leader
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FIVE PRACTICES
OF FRUITFUL
CONGREGATIONS

A Five-Week Study
Begins Sunday, March 1
9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

Radical Hospitality.

Passionate Worship.
Intentional Faith Development.
Risk-taking Mission and Service.
Extravagant Generosity.

Why are people searching
for a church with these qualities?
Does Central UMC have these qualities?

The class will include
¢ DVD presentations
4 Selected readings
¢ Lots of discussion

Leader: Steve Huffer.

No reservations needed—hope to see you there!
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THE CROSS CHANGED
EVERYTHING

Everything has been different
since the Son of God climbed
Calvary. Life has been different,
death has been different, sin has
been different, faith and hope
and love have been different. v
Round the wide universe the

arms of the cross have reached; its head has

touched the heavens; its shaft has gone down deep
as hell, ...

Here was the Church’s message from the very day
of its birth: “Christ has died for our sins.”

—James S. Stewart, 4 Man in Christ

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
RADIOTHON

Wednesday, March 11

6-7 a.m. — David Sault

7-8 a.m. — Pastor Stephanie Sault

886-1944 — Pledge Line

Call, pledge, and talk live with David or Pastor
Stephanie at the above times. Or, you may give a
pledge to them beforehand. Information and
pledge forms are available—or you may contact
the Church Office.

The Staunton/Augusta/Waynesboro (SAW)
Habitat for Humanity is a community supported
Christian housing ministry helping to provide
safe, decent, and affordable housing to members
of our community. Our congregation and
Mission/Outreach Committee are happy to
support the efforts of this worthy organization.

“I’'m Pastor Spencer. Sorry I'm late.
I stopped to smell the roses.”

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
©Harley L. Schwadron
Reprinted with permission



March 29 — Special Events!

Morning Worship — God’s Trombones
Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell, dramatist for

God’s Trombones, will be our guest speaker for United
Worship on March 29. She will present four Methodist
sections of the collection. Men’
en’s

God’s Trombones, written by James Weldon Fund-Raiser
Johnson in 1927, is a collection of poetry which Luncheon
contains a prayer and seven sermons inspired P
by the style of the old-time Negro preachers. Menu: Chili & Salad
James Weldon Johnson used childhood Cost: Donation Basis
memori'es of sermons as the basi§ of these Benefit: Food Pantry
poems in an effort to preserve this facet of
Negro history and art. Everyone is invited to this

luncheon following
Johnson notes in the Preface of his book: Morning Worship. Please
“The old-time Negro preacher of parts was bring a friend!

above all an orator, and in good measure an
actor. He knew the secret of
oratory, that at the bottom it
f is a progression of rthythmic
f/ words more than it is
anything else...He was a
master of all the modes of
eloquence. He often
possessed a voice that was a
marvelous instrument, a
voice he could modulate
from a sepulchral whisper to a crashing thunder
clap...He preached a personal and
anthropomorphic God, a sure-enough heaven
and a red-hot hell. His imagination was bold
and unfettered. He had the power to sweep his
hearers before him; and so himself was often 3:00 p.m.
§wept away...He strode the pulpit up and down Stained Glass
in what was actually a very rhythmic dance, .
and he brought into play the full gamut of his Choir Concert

wonderful voice, a voice—what shall I say? The group of home-schooled students who
—not of an organ or a trumpet, but rather of a meet at Central each week to rehearse will
tyomkl)\(l)ne...he cra}slhecli, he dth}llmdered... The old present a concert in our Sanctuary on March
time Negro preacher loved the sonorous, 29 at 3:00 p.m. All are invited to what is sure
mouth-filling ear-filling phrase because it to be a refreshing experience.

gratified a highly developed sense of sound and
rhythm in himself and his hearers.”



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
IN MISSION

Giving is a way for United Methodist Women to
give expression to their faith. Like the women
who followed Jesus and the early congregation in
Macedonia, women have responded to the needs
of people. Giving is a privilege—a gift of God’s
grace. It is a way of affirming the wholeness of
the gospel. Giving to mission is a commitment to
proclaiming the gospel in its many forms.

Jesus’ declaration that deeds done to “the least” of
us are done to him is taken seriously. Where there
is hunger, or thirst, or loneliness, or illness, most
often women, children, and youth feel the effects
first. Frequently, they receive aid last. United
Methodist Women give to ministries which help
to relieve suffering and improve the quality of life
for women, children and youth.

From the beginning of the organization, women
have given generously and sacrificially to respond
to the needs of other women. When trying to raise
money to send Isabella Thoburn to India, one
woman said, “Shall we lose her because we have
not the needed money in our hands? “(They had
$300.) “No, rather, let us walk the streets of
Boston in our calico robes, and save the expense
of more costly apparel.” Some women gave their
jewelry to be sold. One woman charged her
children money for every spot on the tablecloth
and gave to mission.

Efforts to raise money for mission projects
emphasized the contributions and support of all
women to the total mission work. In the earliest
organization (the Woman’s Foreign Missionary
Society), each member was asked to give “two
cents a week and a prayer.”

—A Women’s Division publication

produced by the General board of Global Ministries,
The United Methodist Church

FOOD PANTRY

The Food Pantry is up and
running, thanks to many
volunteers and generous
donations! We will continue
to receive donations of nonperishable food
items and money to replenish the pantry. A
receptacle is available in the Gathering Area
and across from the Church Office. Monetary
contributions should be designated for “Food
Pantry.”

Suggested items include:
Beef Stew (can)

Juice Boxes

Mac & Cheese
Vegetables (in cans)

Peanut Butter
Rice (any type)
Dried Beans
Pork ’n’ Beans

Chili & Beans Cereals
Spaghetti Sauce Pasta
Jams, jellies Soups
Fruit Crackers

Tuna Fish and other canned meats

Along with the regular-size items, the
individual-sized servings with pull-off tops are
also helpful to people in transition.

Also needed: Liquid laundry detergent, dish
liquid, toiletries.

Thanks for your prayers and support of this
wonderful ministry!

Then the king will say...
”Come, you that are blessed by my Father...
for I was hungry and you gave me food...”

Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food?

“Just as you did it to one of the least of
these...you did it to me.”
—Matthew 25:34-40
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Single Mingle 2009

March 8 Lunch after church (Mrs. Rowe’s Restaurant)
April 19 Lunch after church (Boston Beanery)

May 17 Lunch after church (Scotto’s, W. Beverley St.)
June 14 Lunch after church (Applebee’s)

Monday, June 29 6:00 p.m. Covered-dish dinner near Gazebo in Gypsy Hill Park;
Then attend Stonewall Band Concert.
July 12 Lunch after church (T-Bone Tooter, Churchville)
Thursday, July 30 6:00 p.m. Dinner at Ming Garden Restaurant, Waynesboro
Carpool: Meet at 5:30 pm at entrance to Wal-Mart parking lot Row #5.
Saturday, August 8 Attend Church Picnic
Friday, August 21  6:00 p.m. Dinner at Pano’s
Carpool: Meet at 5:15 pm at entrance to Wal-Mart parking lot Row #5

September 13 Lunch after church (Texas Steak House)
October 11 Lunch after church (Baja Bean)
November 8 Lunch after church (Depot Grille)
December 13 Lunch after church (Mill Street Grill)

Please mark your calendar — also check your bulletin and/or newsletters for possible changes.

If you have questions concerning any of the activities please contact a committee member.

Emily Morgan, Evelyn Butler, Audrey Bocock



(;[E}') Lenten Schedule

" LENTEN STUDY
| “Exploring the Way:

' an Introduction to the
d Spiritual Journey”

- “If you have ever wondered

' * what the spiritual journey is
about or wished you understood better the
language of spirituality. . .” this study may be for
you. As part of a small group we will explore
questions and issues of faith and practice six
spiritual exercises for the journey. This is a six
week experience that will begin Monday
evening, March 2 at 7:00 pm. and will be led by
Pastor Stephanie. (Connections Classroom)
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WEDNESDAY NOON LENTEN
SERVICES AND LUNCHEONS

March 4 — April 1 12:05 p.m.

A short Worship/Devotional Service will be held
in the Sanctuary, following which a Soup and
Sandwich Luncheon will be served in the
Fellowship Hall ($2 donation). The service and
lunch time are planned to fit into the noon “lunch
hour.” Both are open to the public, and everyone
is invited to participate.

Mar. 4 Rev. Rev. Doug Akers, Preaching
Marquis Memorial UMC Serving

Mar. 11 Rev. Don Warrick, Preaching

Cherryvale UMC Serving

Mar. 18  Rev. Lucy Jackson-Hughes,
Preaching

Augusta Street UMC Serving

Mar. 25 Rev. Kathleen Overyby Webster,
Preaching

Central UMC Serving

April 1 Rev. Bob Edwards, Preaching
Christ UMC Serving

Begins Sunday,
March 15

Our Easter Tree will
provide exciting opportunities for ministry again
this year. Names and addresses of our homebound
members will be provided, and we invite you to
send a note and Easter greetings to one or more.

Names of some of our area’s neediest children
(including age, gender, sizes) will also be
provided. By selecting a name, you may bless the
child with an age-appropriate toy, an outfit, shoes,
story book, candy, etc. The gifts need to be
brought to the Church by Palm Sunday in order to
be delivered to the families before Easter (include
the name tag on the gift). If you choose a child’s
name, please sign your name on the list so we can
keep track of who is shopping for each child.

PALM SUNDAY- April 5§

MAUNDY THURSDAY — April 9
Service, 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday — April 10 ’\:

Service 7:00 p.m.

EASTER — April 12

EASTER O FFERING

+ What shall I give during Lent?

+ How shall I celebrate the
wonderful victory of Easter?




Prepare to Order Your Easter Lilies

Easter Lilies are a beautiful part of our Easter celebration! Member and friends who
wish to do so may order them in honor or memory of loved ones. Please provide the
requested information and submit to the Church Office no later than Monday, April 6

(Please note that a final price hasn’t yet been established. Last year’s
price was $12, and we anticipate that it will be fairly close to that. Please
watch for an announcement in the bulletin or contact the Church Office
for the price as we get to the middle of March.)

Name of person ordering Total Lilies ordered

O Inm Honor of

0 Im Memory of

U To the Glory of God
Given by (wording for bulletin)

.

5 Talent Academy Introductory Event
March 30,2009

5 Goals of the Five Talent Academy (Numbers matter in disciple-making because they represent lives in the
process of being transformed in the name of Jesus.)

Ministry with the Poor: 10% of annual giving ministry with the poor.
Worship: 5% annual increase in average worship attendance.
Faith Development: Small group participation represents 50% of average worship attendance.

Stewardship: 10% annual increase in giving.

A

Evangelism: Professions of faith represent 10% of average worship attendance.

Keynote: Jorge Aceveda from the Florida Conference.
Pete Moon, Chair of 5 Talent Academy, will explain the 5 Goals
Location: Ebenezer UMC in Stafford
Date: March 30, 9:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Lunch included — $25 per person — All are welcome
Register online (vaumc.org / events / March 30) or contact (800) 768-6040, ext. 155
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2009 Return Service Requested

THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

PURPOSE: To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation

A v AW

in the global ministries of the church.

XY ¥X]
Activities and projects include: wﬂ“!

1.

Mission projects of the district as well as in the conference Women Church

Health kits, school kits, layette kits, school kits-- sent to Church World Service or
to UMCOR to be used around the world to help in times of emergency or disaster.

Conference projects, like the Henry Fork Community Service Center in Rocky Mount Va.
For the past few years we supported the August Free Clinic and SARDA.
Pledge to Mission that forms the bulk of our contribution to mission here and abroad.

We make special contributions to the Call to Prayer and Self Denial that is a church wide fund raising
for mission project. This year our contribution to Call to Payer and Self Denial go to the Women
Employed Institute of Chicago and Maquila Worker’s Right Program that is a part of MADRA, an
international human rights organization.

The UMW has also a reading program and each member is encouraged to read various books
categorized into education for mission, nurturing for community, social action, and spiritual growth.

All women are invited !



