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“Abba- Dadolg)”

| recently had a frightening
experience. | was awakened in the
middle of the night with a strange
feeling in the back of my skull. The
more | began to speculate on the
possibilities, the greater the fear
that something was seriously
wrong began to grow in me.

Fear can be a powerful influence in
our lives. It can take what is a small
matter and make it into something
very large in our minds. | believe
fear is Satan’s way of
corrupting our faith. Often times
when we find ourselves in a fearful
situation, like | did, we pray to God
for reassurance that He is still with
us and He will see us through. Itis
often then that Satan will say
things to us like: ‘Believe what I'm
telling you. This is not going to
work. Your prayers aren’t any
good. You don’t have a right stand-
ing with God. You are a failure.’

Fear always tells you what you're
not, what you don’t have, what you
can’t do and what you’ll never
be. Fear was telling me that | was
having a stroke or something
worse. But Romans 8:15 says that
we are children of God who can call
Him -“Abba Father.”

The word Abba was a term little

children used in addressing their
fathers. It would be similar to our
word Daddy. It is less formal than
Father and denotes a comfortable
closeness between a child and his
or her father.

Jesus said we could call God ‘Abba”
because He has delivered us from
all fear. He will always take care of
His beloved children, and we can
approach Him without fear of
rejection. When we run to Him
with any problem or pain, He's
waiting with open arms to comfort
and encourage us.

Even if my worst fears had been
realized that night, and they were
not, God would have seen me
through. When you find yourself in
a time when fear overwhelms you,
remember to cry out like a little
child afraid in the dark and Abba
(Daddy), God will come quickly to
your side. Know that God will take
care of you for you are a beloved
child of His. Our Abba (Daddy)
alone can deliver us from all our
fears; so run to His open arms and
find rest.

Serving Christ together-

Pastor Steve
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The summer is moving right along and
before we know it, choir rehearsals will

start up again.

The Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday
nights from 7:00-8:30 and we would love
to have more members---sopranos, altos,
tenors and basses. You don’t need choir
experience or formal training to join. You
just need to enjoy singing and be availa-
ble for practice times and Sunday
morning Worship. It is a special ministry

and God loves to hear us sing.

| understand that others would like to join
the choir but would need child-care
during the allotted rehearsal
times. Please let me know if you have the
need for child care, and I'll try to make
arrangements for someone to stay with

the children during rehearsals.

If anyone from the congregation is willing
to help in this area or if you know anyone




"“Together on
Thursdays™

Calling all children (all ages) and willing
adults!

This year’s Christmas play is all about the
ahimals. Theyve heard that a hew baby has
been born, but what Kihd of baby? Does
“Lamb of God” mean that the baby is a
lamb? Each animal is sure that the baby
will be just like them!

Most of our roles Will be filled by our
younger Children, but we might need a
little extra help from the adults anhd older
Children.

We could also use help “backstage” and
with costumes. If you are hot interested in
plaYing a part, but would still like to help
out ih some way please come- we would
love to have you.

TRehearsals will take place on Thursday
evenings during “Together on Thursdays”
beginning August 16*". The performance
will be held after the worship service on

Sunday, December 23™.

See Jennifer Reed if you have any
questions.

Cast of Characters

Narrator(s) Cow

Lamb Duck

Mouse Goat

Dove Chicken

Donley Angels (3)

Owl ChicCks (2 or more)

*Some Characters Can be combined
or divided if heeded*
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Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone
who helped in any way to move our Worship
Center from the Sanctuary to the Fellowship
Hall. Also we want to thank everyone that
carried hymnals, bibles, etc. to the Fellowship
Hall. | can’t name all of you, but you know
who you are; that was a really big help.

We finished the move Thursday, July 19. | will
try to name these folks, but if | miss anyone,
please forgive me.

Thank you to Pastor Steve, Dana Wade, Janet
Nuckoles, Sherry von Oeyen, David Reed,
Tommy Rosen, Jim Printy, Jim Reid, Sam
Richardson, Jim Clemmer and myself for
moving and organizing a host of items. Thanks
to Cheryl Kent and Dana Eastman for making a
beautiful cover to fit the large frame that
holds the cross and flame for the worship
service. And thank you to Diony Detablan for
coming by and taking pictures. The move was
a team effort and we are very grateful.

Again, thank you so much.

Fd Smith
Trustees Chair

Temporanjorshigiypace

Below are a few pictures taken of the temporary
Worship Center space we will be enjoying
together as a family while renovations are taking

place in the Sanctuary.




August Lectionary Readings

Sunday-5th Sunday-12th

2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a 2 Samuel 18: 5-9, 15,31-33
Psalm 51:1-12 Psalm 130

Ephesians 4:1-16 Ephesians 4: 25-5:2

John 6:24-35 John 6:35, 41-51
Sunday-19th [ Sunday-26th

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 1 Kings 8: 1,6,10-11,22-30,41-43
Psalm 111 Psalm 84

Ephesians 5:15-20 Ephesians 6:10-20

John 6:51-58 John 6:56-69
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e United Methodist Women

Women

All ladies are invited to the joint Circle breakfast at the church
on August 18th at 8:45 a.m. Jeanette McMillion will be sharing

some thoughts with us. What a perfect time to better get 1
acquainted!

It was noted in June's Newsletter that the United Methodist
Women is now an autonomous organization rather than
operating under the church's mission agency. The July/August
issue of Response Magazine devotes many articles to this 2012 A
General Conference decisiop. Check it out.

:


http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+women&view=detail&id=A189EC4C85CC92D9C292E964FEBCC5C5CD161EDE&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR

August Birthdays

Robert Clem
Katherine Harmon, Beth Huffer

Stuart Cobb

Bob Markley
Molly Snyder

12 Debbie Foster, Laure Beth Garner,
Lois Marshall

13 Audrey Bocock

16 Betty Jo Obaugh, Ann Spotts
17 Tom Creger

18 Harper Stumb

19 Eve Beals

21 Jeff Kent

27 James Creger Il

29 Ruth Hall

TS

May God Bless Your Special Day with
Joy and Love!!!

Please contact the church office if your
name is not on the list and should be
(or vice versa) *so that we may correct
our records.

1
2
3
4 Hunter Mabry, Brooke Shoemaker
7
9

Single Mingle

Sunday, August 12

\
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Lunch Following Worship
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(Red Lobster)
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All single adults are invited to join
the group for a meal with great
conversation, and laughter.

Jesus Friend of Sinners
-Matthew West, Mark Hall

Jesus Friend of sinners we have strayed so far
away -We cut down people in your name but
the sword was never ours to swing.

Jesus friend of sinners the truth's become so
hard to see-The world is on their way to You
but they're tripping over me.

Always looking around but never looking up
I'm so double minded. A plank eyed saint with
dirty hands and a heart divided -Oh Jesus,
friend of sinners -Open our eyes to the world
at the end of our pointing fingers. Let our
hearts be led by mercy. Help us reach with
open hearts and open doors. Jesus, friend of
sinners, the one who's writing in the sand
Made the righteous turn away and the stones
fall from their hands- Help us to remember
we are all the least of these- Let the memory
of Your mercy bring Your people to their
knees. Oh Jesus, friend of sinners, break our
hearts for what breaks yours.

http://youtu.be/662gQBxhUDA


http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=birthday+cakes&view=detail&id=109012F85CE3AD4C986C666B29789E6C08A392D8&first=0
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Jesus knew that people would starve without physical bread to eat and water to
drink. But he also knew they would die spiritually if they weren’t fed by him.

Find and circle all the words horizontally. Then, starting on the top line and moving
across from left to right, read John 6:35 (NIV) and write the Bible verse on the dashes.
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Give praise to the LORD, proclaim His name; make known among the nations what He has done.
Sing to Him, sing praise to Him,; tell of all His wonderful acts.

Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

Look to the LORD and His strength; seek His face always. Psalm 105:1-4

The Central Connection

is the monthly newsletter of Central United Methodist Church
Located on the corners of Lewis & Beverley Streets in Staunton, Va.
Mailing address:

P.O. Box 953
Staunton, Va. 24402
Telephone (540) 886-3441
Fax (540) 886-5771
Email: centralumc(@centralumcstaunton.org

On the Web: www.centralumcstaunton.org
Pastor- Steve McMillion
Email: pastor@centralumcstaunton.org
Editor: Dana Wade
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