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The Mission

 of Central UMC 

is to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ.

THIS WEEK AT CENTRAL, MARCH 22–28, 2009

SUNDAY 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
(Nursery: Emily Stumb, Connie Davis, Jo Ann Black, Craig Dorn)

11:00 a.m. Worship Service
    Following Worship: Rehearsal for Holy Thursday (Sanctuary)

God’s Quilts (Connections)
MONDAY 5:00 p.m. Weight Watchers (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Lenten Study (Connections)
TUESDAY 9:00 a.m. Child’s Play

7:00 p.m. Church Council (Connections)
WEDNESDAY 10:00–11:30 Food Pantry Open

10:30 a.m. Qigong Exercise Class (Fellowship Hall)
12:05 p.m. Lenten Service and Lunch – Central Serving

6:00 p.m. Women’s NA (Eagon Hall) 
THURSDAY 9:00 a.m. Child’s Play

7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
7:00 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (Eagon Hall)

FRIDAY 8:15 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (Eagon Hall)
SATURDAY 2:00 p.m. Private Function in Fellowship Hall

6:30 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (Eagon Hall)

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 29 – UMM FUNDRAISER LUNCH 

CHILI & SALAD — Donations to benefit the Food Pantry
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Morning Worship
Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2009 11:00 a.m.

The Entrance

  Welcome and Announcements
  Prelude: “Prelude”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. S. Bach

Vivian Zhang, cello
*Greeting

Come now, let us reason together,
says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be like snow;

though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.

*Hymn 287.. . “O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done”

*Opening Prayer.. . . . . . The U. M. Book of Worship

We confess to you, all-knowing God,
what we are.

We are not the people 
we like others to think we are.

We are afraid to admit, even to ourselves,
what lies in the depths of our souls.

But we cannot hide our true selves from you.
You know us as we are, 

and yet you love us.
Help us not to shrink from self-knowledge.
Teach us to respect ourselves for your sake.
Give us the courage to put our trust 

in your guiding power.
      (Continued on next page)

*Please Stand as Able
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Raise us out of the paralysis of guilt 
into the freedom and energy of forgiven people.

And for those who through long habit
find forgiveness hard to accept,

we ask you to break their bondage and set them free;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

  Children’s Focus

Proclamation and Response
  Prayer for Illumination

(After the reading of the Scripture Lesson the reader will say: “This is the Word of the Lord.”
The congregation responds: Thanks be to God.)

  First Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Numbers 21:4-9 (Pew Bible, Page 122)

  Psalter 830. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 107

  Second Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ephesians 2:1-10 (Pew Bible, Page 949)

  Musical Offering: “God So Loved the World”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stainer/Wagner
Central Ringers

*Gospel Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 3:14-21 (Pew Bible, Page 864)

  Sermon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Rev. Dr. Stephanie Sault

Response to the Word

  Pastoral Prayer and Prayers of the People. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2201 The Faith We Sing
Ending Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, let your kingdom come. Your will be done. 
Lord, let your kingdom come. Alleluia.

  The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Prayer 
(Let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.)

  Offering: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . arr. Gerald Near

*Congregational Response: Hymn 95. . .  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Affirmation of Faith, Apostles’ Creed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 882

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion
  Invitation

  Celebration of Holy Communion.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spoken Responses, Pages 15 & 16

    Hymns: 378,   292 

Sending Forth

*Hymn 365.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Grace Greater than Our Sin”

*Blessing and Sending Forth

*Congregational Response: Hymn 473. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Lead Me, Lord”
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness; 

make thy way plain before my face.

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only, 

that makest me dwell in safety.

*Postlude: “My Lord, My Strength”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. S. Bach

PROCLAIMER: Madalyn Marshall READER: Bill Bushman
GREETERS: Ed and Carolyn Smith
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Wanda and Jack True, Barbara Snyder, Sandra Clemmer
USHERS: Steve Huffer, Tom Spotts, Jim Printy, James Creger, Jack True, Tom Davis,
Judd Bankert, Ed Smith, Joe Hill, Mike Melton, Jim Linnane, Donna Huffer, Frank Wade



United Methodist Men

FUND RAISER LUNCHEON

Sunday, March 29
Following Worship Service

Featuring Our Special Chili 
(& salad)

Donations will be accepted to benefit our food pantry.

All are invited – Please bring a friend or two!

Central United Methodist Church, Staunton, Virginia March 22, 2009

TO OUR GUESTS: We are delighted to have you worship with us. All the opportunities
and programs of Central are available to you. To become a member of this fellowship,
please talk with the pastor after the service. Following the service will be a time of
refreshment and fellowship. Please join us so that we might get better acquainted.

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT to sign the attendance slip in your pew; and, if you are a
member here, please introduce yourself to anyone who might be visiting with us today.
Your warmth and hospitality will be a blessing in someone’s life today.

THE COMMUNION RAIL is open for prayer at any time, but particularly during the
pastoral prayer, during Communion, during the final hymn, and after the worship service.
If you would like the pastor to pray with you, please let her know.

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? Please note it in our Prayer Book (located in
the Narthex), and our prayer ministry team will join you in praying for the person/need.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP . . . Children are invited to worship with their parents in the
Sanctuary. Following the Children’s Focus, children under 6 years of age may go to the play
room. Later, during the Doxology, they will be brought back into the Sanctuary to
participate with their parents in the Great Thanksgiving and receiving the Lord’s Supper.
We welcome the participation of the youngest members of the family of faith.

THE FLOWERS today are given in memory of Ann C. Lumpkin by Evelyn Butler and
Bruce and Ruth Grover.

THE ROSEBUD on our altar is in honor of a daughter, Delaney May Smith, born March
14 to Evan and Jennifer Smith.

OUR WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP  (March 15)     Attendance:       98
  Received toward budget/operating expenses: $4,946.26

YOU’RE INVITED: First Presbyterian Church is rededicating its recently restored pipe
organ today and invites everyone to a recital at 4:00 p.m. with organist William M. Wood.
Featured works by: Bach, Pachelbel, Messiaen, Langlais, and Vierne.

BRUNSWICK STEW . . . Wayne Hills UMC in Waynesboro is making Brunswick Stew
on March 26. The price will be $4.00 / pint and $8.00/quart. Reserve yours by either calling
(540) 949-8778 or e-mail <waynehills@ntelos.net> by March 24. Please leave your name
and the quantity desired.



B

FIVE PRACTICES OF FRUITFUL CONGREGATIONS

Please join us as we study Bishop Robert Schnase’s book, Five Practices
of Fruitful Congregations, and explore why people are searching for
churches with the qualities of radical hospitality, passionate worship,
intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and
extravagant generosity. .

The class meets 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday through
March 29. Sessions will include DVD presentations, selected readings,
and lots of discussion; and will be led by Steve Huffer.

Easter Lilies
Easter Lilies are a beautiful part of our Easter celebration!
Member and friends who wish to do so may order them in
honor or memory of loved ones. Please provide the requested
information and submit to the Church Office no later than
Monday, April 6 

(Price: $12) Total Lilies ordered  __________

Name of person ordering  _____________________________________________

9 In Honor of __________________________________

9 In Memory of ________________________________ 

9 To the Glory of God

Given by (wording for bulletin) ____________________________

EXPLORING THE WAY

Exploring the Way is an opportunity to become familiar
with several spiritual practices which are intended to
help us grow toward God. The spiritual journey is really
a journey toward God, so that we can find rest for our
souls. The disciplines or spiritual exercises that sustain
us on our journey are practiced each week in class, then
during the following week so we can each discover
which ones are especially satisfying. We will experience
journaling, sharing the spiritual journey with others,
Lectio Divina—reading and praying scripture—breath
prayer, holy listening, and the daily examen. This class
is especially for beginners. Please join us on March 23
at 7:00 p.m. in the Connections Classroom. 

EASTER TREE PROJECT

Our Easter Tree provides exciting opportunities for
ministry again this year. Flowers on the tree have
names and addresses of our homebound members, and
we invite you to send a note and Easter greetings to
one or more.

Our Mission Cart offers bunnies with the names of some of our area’s neediest children
(including age, gender, sizes). By selecting a name, you may bless the child with an age-
appropriate toy, an outfit, shoes, story book, candy, etc. The gifts need to be brought to the
Church by Palm Sunday in order to be delivered to the families before Easter (include the
name tag on the gift). If you choose a child’s name, please sign your name on the list so we
can keep track of who is shopping for each child.


