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A recent topic of online conversation among
those who subscribe to “clergynet” is “What
is a disciple of Jesus Christ?” After all, our
official stated mission in the UM Church is
“to make disciples of Jesus Christ.”  What
does that mean?  How do we know if we’re
doing it or not? 

Someone likened the church to a
manufacturing plant. Imagine a shoe
manufacturing plant, for example, where a
great deal of money has been expended on
salaries, machinery, and materials. The plant
is in full operation with hundreds of workers
scurrying to and fro. Machines are running
full blast, and activity is at a maximum. One
day the president asks the production
manager, “How many shoes have we
produced so far?” 

“None,” the manager answers. 

“None!” the president exclaims. “You mean
we’ve been in operation for two years and
still no shoes?”

  “That’s right,” the manager says, “no
shoes, but we are really, really busy.”

What do you suppose would happen to that
manufacturing plant?   

On the other hand, the church is supposed to
produce disciples. What if, like the factory, 
there is much activity, a substantial budget,
and men and women working very, very
hard—but no disciples are being produced?
What do you suppose will happen?

Sometimes we think disciples are merely
admirers of Jesus. If you’ve ever admired
someone while you were growing up, you
may have imitated the way they dressed, hit
a baseball, or played the guitar.

Or we may think disciples are those who
have accepted God’s gift of salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ and are trying
hard to be good.  

But a disciple is more than someone who
admires Jesus. And a disciple is more than
someone who has been saved. What would
you put on a list to describe what a disciple
is?  (Some answers will appear in next
month’s newsletter.)  And are we doing it?  

I look forward to hearing from you. Email
pastor@centralumcstaunton.org.  

In Christ, Pastor Stephanie
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IN MINISTRY
The Mission of Central UMC is to make disciples of

Jesus Christ.
Resident Bishop. ............... Charlene Payne Kammerer
District Superintendent. ..... Kathleen Overby Webster
Pastor............................................. Stephanie M. Sault
Pastoral Assistant. ........................... Daniel K. Purdom
Retired Missionary Professor............ Hunter P. Mabry
Professor MBC................................. Kenneth A. Beals
Minister of Music/Organist............. Sherry von Oeyen

NEW YOUNG
ADULT CLASS
BEGINNING
• 10:00-10:45 a.m. on

Sunday mornings 
• Beginning January 3
• The class will begin

with a book study on “The Shack” (Please
bring your own copy if you have one; a
limited number of copies will be made
available.) 

• Will meet in the Young Adult Classroom
on the 3  floor of our Education wingrd

• If you have any questions check with Emily
Stumb or Dan Purdom

NEW 
PRESCHOOL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL
TIME
• Preschool Class will

be held 10:00-10:45
a.m.  

• Sunday mornings, beginning January 3
• The class will meet in the Kindergarten

Classroom on 3  floor of Education wingrd

• Will continue with our new “Rock Solid”
curriculum 

• Care for children will continue during
church service as before

(Nursery care will continue to be provided
during Sunday School and Worship. Preschool
teachers are responsible for 10:00–10:45 class
and during the 11:00 Worship Service.)

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
REHEARSALS

• Will meet weekly on Thursdays  5:30-6:00
p.m.

• Begins Thursday, January  7 
• Jennifer Reed will be directing
• Meet in the sanctuary
• Come in through main church entrance
• If you have any questions check with

Jennifer Reed or Dan Purdom

NURTURE COMMITTEE

Members of the Nurture Committee are asked to
please mark your calendars for a meeting
January 24, following the 11:00 Worship
Service. This is an important meeting as we
need to do some planning for the year. 



COMING IN APRIL

Please set aside April 16-18 for our Lay Witness
Mission, “A Journey of Faith.”  A Lay Witness
Mission is a church renewal event coordinated by
Aldersgate Renewal Ministries, which is an affiliate
of the General Board of Discipleship of The United
Methodist Church. The focus is a weekend
experience in which a team of laypeople comes to a
local church to tell of their faith in Jesus Christ.  

A Lay Witness Mission is:

1. People searching for ways to understand what
it means for them to live as faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ in our world today;

2. People taking time to listen to others and to tell
of God’s love;

3. People telling others about the hungers, joys,
hurts, and discoveries of their lives;

4. People communicating to others what Jesus
Christ means to them and how the good news
makes a difference in their everyday living;

5. People coming, at their own expense, to live
for a weekend with other people in an
experience of sharing faith, witnessing, having
fellowship, and praying that are all centered on
Jesus Christ as Lord.

The Lay Witness Mission is more than a program
for the weekend. The experiences of preparation,
Mission Weekend, and follow up are ways to
encourage the ministry of the laity, to build ongoing
ministry in the church and community, and to help
people grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. There will
be opportunities for children, youth and adults to
participate. Please put this exciting event on your
calendar today!  

–The Witness Ministry Team

THE GATEWAY

While my husband
and I were on the
plane bound for the
Philippines, my mind
was so busy thinking
what to write for our
church newsletter in
behalf of United
Methodist Women. So many ideas came in my
mind, but I could not decide which idea to consider.
Fortunately when our plane approached California
our pilot announced that we will pass over the San
Francisco Golden Gate Bridge. Though we were
seated in the middle section of the airplane and
could not see Golden Gate I knew the place well,
because we had lived in San Francisco for eight
years. The pilot’s announcement helped me decide
what article to write for the newsletter.

Golden Gate is considered the gateway to the orient
where the West meets East and holds all creation in
a loving embrace. It is also considered a lighthouse
of travelers that holds them steady and gives them a
sense of oneness. It is also a doorway where people
find answers to their yearnings and hope. 

Similarly, United Methodist Women expresses
those ideals of being a gateway that welcomes all
creations in love and give them a sense of
belonging. United Methodist Women holds
everyone, regardless of your color and creed, and
brings you to the fellowship and knowledge of God.
It is a gateway that leads to the realization that
diversity is not a hindrance to living in harmony;
but it is a uniqueness of how God had created us
and that we could all participate in making this
world a better place to live in. Like the Golden
Gate, United Methodist Women offers a golden
opportunity for all women in all walks of life to be
a lighthouse and an anchor of safety for other
women, youth and children who journey in this life.
It is a gateway that welcomes everyone into the fold
and makes each one significant in his/her own little
ways. As the Golden Gate has a mission to all
people who come to the city to enjoy life to its
fullest, United Methodist Women is also giving
everyone an opportunity to be in mission of hope,
faith and love for all and to know Jesus Christ as
our Lord and Savior.

–Luz de Tablan, UMW President



APPORTIONMENTS 101:  

WORLD SERVICE
FUND – What is it?

The United Methodist Church is a connectional
church. In each newsletter during 2010, we will 
feature one of the many opportunities
we have to participate in ministry and
mission through our connectional
system. When we each give our
“portion” of support, we discover that 
many congregations working together
can do far more throughout the world
than any one congregation alone.

Connectional giving is built upon our
desire to meet the needs of God's
family in our neighborhoods and
around the world and our need to
give in order to be spiritually healthy,
complete children of God.

John Wesley urged those in connection with him to
"Earn all you can and save all you can, so that you
can give all you can." He modeled modest living
and sacrificial giving. Wesley made sure those early
classes of "methodists" took weekly offerings for
outreach. Today, we United Methodists join across
our connected congregations to help all of God's
children…whenever and wherever we can. Through
our congregations, we are the heart, spirit and hands
of God's outreaching love.

The first benevolent responsibility of the Church is
our World Service and Conference Benevolence
Fund. This fund provides the basic financial
resources for the core ministries of our
denomination. It serves both to provide resources to
our local churches and as an extension of local
churches in mission on a conference, national and
world level. 

Through this Fund the general agencies of the
Church and the boards and agencies of the Virginia
Conference are supported. Each agency’s work and
mission is grounded in the Four Areas of Focus: 
1. Developing principled Christian leaders for the

church and the world 
2. Creating new places for new people and

renewing existing congregations
3. Engaging in ministry with the poor 
4. Stamping out killer diseases of poverty by

improving health globally 

Not only does this apportionment provide for the
administrative structure of our Church, but the
major thrust in mission giving in our Church also
begins with the World Service Fund, because
overhead expenses of the mission department are
funded through the World Service Fund. This, then,
allows for all contributions designated for the
support of the approximately 1,070 mission

personnel to go directly to these
people, enabling the United
Methodist Church to be in mission
and ministry in 167 countries
throughout the world. 

The World Service Fund truly
demonstrates the Mission of the
United Methodist Church by:
• Supporting specific local church

work with children, youth,
students, persons who are
m e n t a l l y  a n d  p h ys i c a l l y
challenged, adults and older
persons; 

• Providing leadership and coordination for
denominational ministry with youth; 

• Continuing nearly 200 years of commitment to
quality college and graduate education; 

• Certifying United Methodist professional
Christian educators, communicators and
musicians; 

• Assuring United Methodists speak and work to
help encourage a more ethical, just and human
world; 

• Continuing a proud tradition of cooperation and
dialogue with other faith traditions through
interdenominational and ecumenical work; 

• Giving our denomination a presence in the mass
media and making new communications
technologies accessible to the church.

The World Service Fund also empowers United
Methodist evangelistic efforts, stimulates Bible
study and spiritual commitment, encourages church
growth and discipleship, and helps God's children
everywhere. 

In 2009, Central’s share of World Service and
Conference Benevolences was $11,522.  We only 
paid $2,500 toward this Fund. In 2010 Central’s
share is $11,480. 



Excerpt from note to Pastor Stephanie received
from Marion Clark; Nov. 27, 2009:

Dear Pastor Stephanie,
Our family is very thankful for the beautiful

graveside service you led for my sister, Antha.
 Because of the caring ministry and many visits of
church members, neighbors, and other friends, she
was able to live out her life in her home as she
wanted. 

Will you please convey our thanks to the
congregation?
...May the Lord continue to bless you and your

ministry.

�  �  �  �  �  

From Staunton Rotary Club/WTON to David Sault;
dated Dec. 14, 2009:

Dear David:
Thank you so much for participating in the

(Children’s Christmas Party Radiothon)...I am
happy to report that we exceeded our goal of
$22,000! Not only do the Staunton Rotary and
WTON Radio thank you, but the 275 happy
children and their families thank you...

Please relay to your congregation how grateful
we are for their generosity. Central UMC
contributed $1,155 to the total...Thank you so
much..
.

PATHWAY TO RENEWAL

Our Sunday evening study resumes January 3, 7:00
p.m. on the 3  floor of the Education Building.rd

Participants are exploring the need for spiritual
renewal, its challenges, and developing a vision for
Central as we serve God in downtown Staunton.
Members of the Strategic Planning Team are
leading the study. Your prayers and participation
are encouraged; and your viewpoint and insights are
invaluable.

All are welcome. Several copies of the book are
available.

Excerpt from David Cooper, Jr., Managing
Director of Staunton Music Festival; Dec. 6, 2009:

Dear Pastor Sault,
I am writing on behalf of the directors, sponsors

and patrons of the Staunton Music Festival to
express our sincere appreciation for the hospitality
and support we received this summer and fall from
the staff and parishioners of Central UMC.

One goal of the Festival is to present its concerts
in the historic downtown in facilities that offer an
excellent musical experience for our audiences. The
marvelous acoustics and seating of your sanctuary
were very much appreciated by all who attended.
And the very significant size of those audiences
bore witness to that appreciation.

Please express our appreciation to Agnes who
was especially helpful, to Janet Nuckoles whose
guidance in arranging the sanctuary made our
experience very easy, and to Sherry von Oeyen for
encouraging our use of the church.

In appreciation for the support we received, I am
enclosing a check to support the work of the
church...

5  SUNDAY LUNCHEONTH

When: January 31

Featuring: Spaghetti

The United Methodist Men
invite you to their famous 5th

Sunday Fund Raise
Luncheon on January 31,
featuring their famous “secret recipe” spaghetti
sauce!

Be sure to mark your calendar and invite a friend to
join you for worship and lunch that day.
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       January 2010                       Return Service Requested

United Methodist Women

Unit Meeting

Monday, Jan. 4

7:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

All women are invited!


