
 

  

 

How many times have you wished to have a 

simple Christmas in which the family focuses on 

the real reason for the season – Jesus.  But each 

year it is always the same, advertisements       

beckon, the children plead, and it seems easier 

just to indulge our wants and whims.  Overspend-

ing, overeating, materialism, and busyness rob us 

of our peace and joy and rob Jesus of his rightful 

role as the center of our celebration. 

There is a group of adults at Central UMC who 

are doing something about how they celebrate 

Christmas.  The Young Adult Sunday School Class 

is studying Mike Slaughter’s book, “Christmas is 

Not Your Birthday.” Through their study together 

they hope to cut through the hype that leaves us 

exhausted and broke at the end of the year.     

Instead, experience the peace of knowing that 

God is truly with us, the joy of giving sacrificially, 

and the love of a Savior who gave everything He 

had for us.  

Each year, here at Central, we take up a special 

Christmas offering that is used to help others in 

the name of Jesus Christ.  One of the challenges 

that are laid out in- “Christmas Is Not Your     

Birthday” is to give an equal amount to mission 

as you would spend on your family for Christmas.  

What would that look like if our Christmas offer-

ing would be equal to the amount we spend on    

ourselves this Christmas?   

Slaughter said, “Can you imagine the birthday 

celebration if every Christian in every church 

practiced the commitment of giving an equal 

amount of what they spend on themselves to 

a specific mission for Jesus?  We can change 

the world one place at a time, one person at a 

time, if we are willing to celebrate Jesus’ 

birthday in a way that honors Him.  When we 

acknowledge Jesus as Lord, we give Him the 

rights to define our lifestyles, our values, and 

yes, even the way in which we celebrate His 

birth.  We do not exist for ourselves; we exist 

to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world.  

If we are not doing that, we are not being the 

church.” 

I applaud what this class is doing and encour-

age you to join them in this study for the next 

several weeks.  The class meets on the third 

floor of the Education building each Sunday 

starting at 9:45 a.m.  Jeff Delong is leading the 

class and they would happily welcome others 

to come and join them.   

I know I found the book enjoyable and it has 

caused me to think about the ways that I am 

celebrating Jesus’ birthday in a new light.  

This could become an opportunity for our 

church to change the lives of many people, 

including ourselves, as we apply the principles 

shared in this book.  I want to thank Jeff 

DeLong and the Young Adult Sunday School 

class for bringing this resource to the church’s 

attention. 

                                  Pastor Steve 

The Central Connection 
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Are you looking for a great way to start the Christmas 

season?  All ladies of the church come join the       

Rebekah Circle for their Christmas luncheon at the 

American Café on December 11th at 11:30 a.m. 

The Susanna Wesley Circle meets that evening at 

Connie Davis’s home at 6:30 p.m. for a pot luck     

dinner.  At the meeting we will be collecting your 

$10.00 birthday gifts for the boys and girls at    Henry 

Fork.  

 The message of Christmas blares out on one 
channel and plays softly on another.  The 
loud, urgent one comes from the commercial 
side.  The softer, more gentle, but far more 
exciting word comes from the spiritual    
channel.  We know the commercial message 
well: “Buy! Buy! Buy!” it  proclaims.  And 
don’t  forget the chorus: “Party! Party!      
Party!”  By the end of the season, we may be 
exhausted and spent,  emotionally and   
monetarily.  But there is another song to 
sing.  Remember this one?  “Good Christian 
friends rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: News, 
news!  Jesus Christ is born today! “   

This is a song that tends to get long midst the 
strident messages of the other channel, but 
this is the song that makes the                  
difference.  This is the source of the magic of 
Christmas.  Jesus Christ is born today!  What 
a song!  The tunes vary, as do the words, but 
the message stays the same: “Christ the    
Savior is born!”  Silently, softly, we come to 
pay homage, kneeling at the manger with 
others, placing our gifts at the feet of the 
Christ Child.  And in our giving, we are                    
reborn.  Please prayerfully consider a        
special gift to Central Church for its Christmas 
Offering to help serve our community.  May 
the true  miracle of Christmas again touch 
your life and be with you throughout the 
year. 

**Christmas Offering Envelopes included** 

Yours in the Christmas Song, 

Finance Committee 

This year we will have several ways to express our  

Worship to the Lord, honor our loved ones and serve in 

mission. Inserts will be in the bulletin November 25- 

December 9. The Last day to order poinsettia’s will be 

December 11. Please fill out the form in the bulletin or 

contact Dana at the Church Office.  

Here are some ways we can Worship through giving 

this Advent Season: 

 

 Food Pantry  

 Banner Fund 

 Poinsettias 
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“Joy to the World!”   

This very familiar Christmas hymn doesn’t         

refer to shepherds, angel choirs and wise men as 

many do.  Instead, it focuses on the great joy that 

Christ’s birth brought to humankind.  For             

centuries, God’s people waited expectantly for 

Him to come and dwell among them. This hymn 

is a     paraphrase of the last part of Psalm 98: 

 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth; 

make a loud noise and rejoice and sing praise.  

Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills be 

joyful together before the Lord; for He cometh to 

judge the earth; with righteousness shall He 

judge the world, and the people with equity. 

 

In 1719, at age 45, Isaac Watts sat down under a 

tree at the Abney Estate near London and wrote 

some verses based on this Psalm.  The Psalm text 

was a song of rejoicing by God’s people and of 

anticipation of the time when He would be with 

them.  Watts, however, intended his hymn to be 

a New Testament expression of praise.  It exalts 

God’s salvation for us, God having  become       

incarnate as a babe in Bethlehem. George Fred-

erick Handel, composer of the beloved oratorio, 

“The Messiah”, has been credited with the music 

for Watts’ hymn. Lowell Mason, an American 

church musician, is thought to have adapted some 

of Handel’s music for “Joy to the World”.  So from 

the great hymn-writer Isaac Watts, the great                

composer Handel and 19th century church musician 

Lowell Mason, a great Christmas hymn was born. 

As we approach the celebration of the birth of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, let’s reflect on this very       

meaningful and joyous hymn. 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let earth     

receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, and heav’n 

and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns.  Let men their 

songs employ, While fields and floods, rocks, hills 

and plains repeat the sounding joy.  

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns 

infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow far as the 

curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and 

makes the nations prove . 

The glories of His righteousness and wonders of 

His love. 

Sherry von Oeyen 
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Don’t forget to thank our Volunteers of the month. 

Jim & Vicki Printy are Central’s                           

Volunteers of the Month for December! 

Jim and Vicki have served for many years in 

many different capacities here at Central 

Church. Whether it is a project here, a  mission 

project away from Staunton or simply serving 

on a monthly basis, their hearts to make a 

difference for others and the kingdom make 

them such a valuable part of the ongoing work 

and mission of this church and the church at 

large.  Thank you Vicki & Jim!!                                    

We love you guys!! 
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The Re-Dedication of the Sanctuary/

Organ will take place January 13, 

10:45 A.M. with a covered dish 

luncheon to follow! The Rev. Dr. D.          

Michael Houff will be speaking that 

morning. 

BARRING ANY UNFORSEEN 
DELAYS WE WILL RETURN TO 

OUR NEWLY RENOVATED 
SANCTUARY                          

DECEMBER 9TH.                                 
PRAISE THE LORD!! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+charge+conference&view=detail&id=39FAE289F24387950859531864A27C4AED69CCE2&first=1
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Sunday 23rd 

Micah 5:2-5                       
Luke 1:47-55                      
Hebrews 10: 5-10               
Luke 1:39-45 

Sunday 16th        

Zephaniah 3:14-20              
Isaiah 12:2-6                          
Philippians  4:4-7                  
Luke 3:7-18        

Sunday 2nd 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16            
Psalm 25:1-10                  
1 Thess. 3:9-13            
Luke 21:25-26 

Sunday 9th 

Malachi 3:1-4           
Luke 1:68-79                     
Philippians 1:3-11     
Luke 3:1-6 

Diony & Luz De Tablan      

July 

Sam & Beverly Richardson    

August 

Ed & Carolyn Smith 

September Tommy & Peggy Rosen   

October 

Jim & Sandra Clemmer 

November 

Sunday 30th                        

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26     
Psalm 148                           
Colossians 3:12-17           
Luke 2: 41-52 

GOD’S 

HOLY 

WORD 
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3 Bill Bushman, James Creger,                            
Ken Hupman                                               

4 Bev Coltrane 

6 Deborah Reed 

10 Vashti Clemmer  (100 years old)  

13 Eleanor Andrews , Debbie Harris  

14 Randy Lindamood 

15 Amelia Coltrane, Kathy Masters 

18 Jo Ann Black 

21 Fred Fountaine 

22 Betty Wade 

26 Alma Creger, Jane Hanger, Ed Pickett 

31 Russell Fitzgerald, Thomas Mitchell,      
 Mark Rodgers 

All single adults are invited to join 

the group for a  meal with great 

conversation, and laughter. 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FAMILY!  

AND MAY CHRIST BE THE 

CENTER OF ALL WE DO! 

VASHTI CLEMMER 
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In  2013 there will be some changes regarding our 

church newsletter. The Church Council made the       

decision at their last meeting to change how the news-

letter will be distributed and how often it will be          

published.   

The Council considered the most effective ways of   

communicating to the church community, and           

concluded that there is no one form of communication 

that works best.  The traditional mailed newsletter has 

become costly in time and money to deliver to the 

church community, and with many more people relying 

on the internet to get their information the council 

adopted several different forms of newsletter             

distribution.   

Starting the first of the year the primary way of                        

distributing the “Central Connection” newsletter will be 

to pick it up at church.  This will save about $1,000 in 

postage each year.   

Those who prefer can read the newsletter online 

by going to our church website 

www.centralumcstaunton.org.  A link to the 

online newsletter will be sent out by email with 

each new addition of “Central Connection” to all 

of those that have given the church their email 

address.  Our shut-ins will still receive the       

newsletter in their monthly mailing from the 

church as they have in the past.   

Anyone can request a copy of the newsletter to 

be mailed to them by contacting the church 

office. 

The Council also decided to only publish the 

newsletter four times a year around central 

events of the church.  These events are Easter, 

Annual Conference, Fall and Advent/Christmas.   

In 2013, the publishing dates will be as follows: 

March 1st, July 1st, Sept. 1st and Nov. 1st.  

 In addition to these major publications of our 

newsletter there will be monthly supplements 

that can be picked up at the church or read 

online.   The supplements will have the current 

month’s calendar of events with brief bullet    

information about that month’s events,           

birthdays, Volunteers of the Month and the      

occasional the Volunteer List. 

It is our hope that these changes will help to 

make us better stewards of the resources of the 

church and still effectively communicate to the 

church community. 

 

http://www.centralumcstaunton.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ADVENT 

  DECEMBER 2012 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!  Isaiah 9:6 

mailto:centralumc@centralumcstaunton.org
http://www.centralumcstaunton.org/

